
MINUTES 
STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY AND JUNIOR COLLEGES 

OCTOBER 20, 2000 

The regular meeting of the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges was held on 
Friday, October 20, 2000, at 9:00 a.m., in room 507 of the Education and Research 
Center in Jackson, Mississippi. 

Members present: Yvonne Brown, Brenda Collins, Sara Fox, Veldore Heidelberg, John 
Junkin, Jimmy Murphy, and Lawrence Warren. 

Members Absent: Joanna Heidel, Henry Hudspeth, and George Walker. 

Staff in attendance: Dr. Randall Bradberry, Becky Cade, Dr. Larry L. Day, Deborah 
Gilbert, Sandra Lucas, Jason Pugh, Eloise Richardson, Dr. Wayne Stonecypher, and Dr. 
Evelyn Webb. 

Guests in attendance: Terry Thomas, Mississippi State Department of Education; 
Chris Burns, State Tech Prep Director; Brynn Joachim, Harrison County Development 
System; and Dean Belton, Rob Keis, Martha Heffner, Michelle Sekul, Gaye Winter, Pam 
Jones, June Jefferson and Marc Jones, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-Chairman John Junkin called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. 

PRELIMINARIES  

Veldore Heidelberg gave the invocation. 

Approval of Minutes of September 13 and 14, 2000, Board Meetings  

On a motion by Veldore Heidelberg, and a second by Yvonne Brown, the Board voted  
unanimously to approve the minutes of the September 13 and 14, 2000, meetings. 

Review and Approval of Agenda  

On a motion by Sara Fox, and a second by Lawrence Warren, the Board voted  
unanimously to approve the agenda as presented. 

REPORTS/ACTION  

MACJC Report 

Dr. Randall Bradberry reported on the following items addressed at the September 2000, 
meeting of the Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges: 

Carol Burnett of the Mississippi Department of Human Services' Office of 
Children and Youth addressed the Association concerning a scholarship program 
for child care workers. Dr. Wayne Stonecypher, SBCJC Executive Director for 
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Programs, worked with Ms. Burnett's office to iron out details for the 
scholarships. 

Terrell Knight, Director of Sales with Cellular South, discussed with the 
Association a proposal to provide wireless phone service through the Private 
System Identification (PSID) concept. He discussed the benefits the system has 
for community and junior colleges. Dr. Starkey Morgan suggested that Cellular 
South contact each college individually to determine their interest in participating 
in a PSID system. 

Deborah Gilbert distributed copies of a worksheet, and discussed with the 
Association, a 7.6 million dollar cut in H. B. 400 EEF monies for community and 
junior colleges. 

Billy Howard and Linda Howard presented a proposal to the Association with 
regard to the purchase of computers and computer equipment. 

Jason Pugh gave the Association an update on the Mississippi Virtual 
Community College. 

Dr. Howell Garner gave an update on the PTK All-State Academic Team 
Recognition Program set for March 21, 2000. 

MS Gulf Coast Community College Tech Prep Initiative 

Brenda Collins reported on attending a National Tech Prep Conference in Charlotte, 
North Carolina with a group from Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College. Ms. 
Collins introduced Dean Belton, Dean of the George County Occupational Center, who 
in turn introduced other Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College staff and guests 
present. Mr. Belton's group presented a Power Point overview and discussed with the 
Board highlights of special Tech Prep programs at Gulf Coast. 

Status Report on the Lawsuit 

Becky Cade gave a brief update on the IHL-USM Gulf Park lawsuit. Since the 
Mississippi Supreme Court has agreed to hear the interlocutory appeal, the court date of 
October 30, 2000 has been postponed. 

EdNet Report 

Yvonne Brown updated the Board on EdNet activities discussed at meetings on 
September 18, and October 16, 2000 (Exhibit A). During the September meeting, Al 
Lind provided outcomes from the September 7, 2000, EdNet Today and Tomorrow 
Conference. EdNet Public Relations Director, Bill Marshall reported that an information 
flyer had been designed to promote the "GED on TV" and "Workplace Essential Skills," 
adult education programs, currently airing on EdNet and ETV. Ms. Brown provided a 
copy of the flyer to each Board member (Exhibit B). These flyers will be distributed to all 
GED instructors statewide. 

During the October meeting, Al Lind reported that he was ready to get EdNet Board 
approval on interview recommendations for candidates for the EdNet President. The 
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search has been narrowed to three individuals. Also, Mr. Lind stated that an unsolicited 
contact had been received from Band-X of London, England, to auction the spectrum. 
Mississippi's EdNet gets a great deal of attention because no other place in the country 
has this type of system. 

Mrs. Brown also reported that there might be possible revisions to the Local Origination 
Site (LOS) designs. She stated that Worldcom Wireless Solutions, Inc., has completed 
its restructuring and now has a new name, Worldcom Broadband Solutions, Inc. 

Worldcom Broadband Solutions, Inc., has completed 1480 installations in the K-12, IHL, 
SBCJC, Head Start and MSU Extension Service sites. Currently 29 school districts are 
not receiving a signal; however, 59.66% of the total K-12 student population is being 
served. Worldcom Broadband Solutions is currently studying the 29 remaining districts 
to determine if there is a way to get a signal to at least one site in each community. 

Finance Report 

Upon a motion by Sara Fox, and a second by Jimmy Murphy, the Board voted  
unanimously to approve the October 31, 2000, Education Enhancement Fund 
Disbursement from Fund 4080 and Fund 4100 in the total amount of $2,506,722 
(Exhibit C). 

Upon a motion by Sara Fox, and a second by Lawrence Warren, the Board voted  
unanimously to approve the recommendations for H. B. 400 Budget Cuts for Fiscal Year 
2001 (Exhibit D). 

Mrs. Fox also presented the following reports for the Board's information. No action was 
required. 

Financial Outlook Report (Exhibit E) 
Quarterly Capital Improvement Report (Exhibit F) 
Financial Statements for Funds 2291,3291,and 4300 (Exhibit G) 
Comparison of Revenue by Source and Expenditure by Program & Object — 

FY 2000 (Exhibit H). 

Program Report 

Upon staff recommendation, a motion by Lawrence Warren, and a second by Brenda 
Collins, the Board voted unanimously to approve a request from Holmes Community 
College to offer Medical Office Technology as an option under their Business and Office 
Technology Program. 

Upon staff recommendation, a motion by Jimmy Murphy, and a second by Lawrence 
Warren, the Board voted unanimously to approve a request from Pearl River Community 
College to offer the following programs as certificate/associate degree programs: 
Automotive Technology, Diesel Equipment Technology, Electrical Technology, Heating 
& Air Conditioning Technology, and Machine Tool Operation/Machine Shop. 
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Workforce Education  

Dr. Wayne Stonecypher updated the Board on the activities discussed at the October 
2000, State Workforce Development Council (SWDC) meeting. The Council is in the 
process of identifying its role in emerging workforce training programs, and is working 
with the National Skills Standards Board to move toward enhancing and improving the 
skill levels of Mississippians. There is a direct correlation between skill levels and per 
capita income. 

Dr. Stonecypher reported on a meeting of a Senate committee related to the creation of 
a Mississippi Department of Labor. A state OSHA office, the MS Employment Security 
Commission, and possibly federal Workforce Investment Act training funds would be 
placed under this Department of Labor. Another meeting is scheduled for next week. 
Dr. Stonecypher will keep the Board informed of any developments. 

GED Report 

Eloise Richardson gave a report on GED activities for October 2000. Approximately 
1,000 tests were scored and 1,134 transcript requests were processed. Mrs. 
Richardson reported on a GED graduation ceremony she attended at Copiah-Lincoln 
Community College where an 80 year old lady received her GED. 

Mrs. Richardson announced that the first of two regional Adult Basic Education Instructor 
Workshops is scheduled for November 4, 2000, at East Mississippi Community College. 
The second workshop will be held on December 2, 2000, at Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College's Wesson Campus. The main focus of the workshop will be the new GED test 
that will be released in January of 2002. The students will be allowed to use a calculator 
on the math portion of the new exam. 

Mrs. Richardson also reported that last year the ABE office experienced a 114% 
increase in the number of individuals enrolled in English as a Second Language classes. 
The main growth was experienced in the Gulf Coast and Central Mississippi areas. 

Virtual Community College Report, Training and Course Development 

Jason Pugh gave an update on the Mississippi Virtual Community College (MSVCC). At 
the end of the first six weeks of the semester the range of student retention is 85% to 
87%. Registration for the Spring 2001 semester officially opened yesterday, and the 
colleges are in the process of adding their Spring offerings to the system. After only two 
days of registration currently 83 sections of classes are listed from only three 
participating colleges. 

Mr. Pugh announced that a Request for Proposal (RFP) has been released for academic 
courses that would round out the offerings and allow a student to obtain an Associates 
Degree on-line. As a result responses have been received from nine colleges proposing 
45 courses. From the 45 proposed classes, 30 have been selected for inclusion in the 
Spring 2001 schedule. Also, a draft of a vocational-technical/workforce RFP is being 
reviewed and will be released in the near future. 

Upon requests from the colleges, funds have been made available through the SBCJC 
to provide additional Blackboard software training, the common software platform used 
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to deliver all MSVCC courses Plans are to choose five community and junior college 
instructors to offer training in November and February to 150 individuals. 

Approval of MSVCC Operational Policies, Procedures, & Positions 

Upon staff recommendation, a motion by Sara Fox, and a second by Yvonne Brown, the 
Board voted unanimously to approve the MSVCC Operational Policies, Procedures, and 
Positions as presented at the August Board meeting and upon completion of the 
Administrative Procedures process through the Secretary of State's Office (Exhibit I). 

Investigation of Alternative Adult Degree Program 

Dr. Evelyn Webb shared with the Board a report on a new degree program for adult 
learners that is being explored with Institutions of Higher Learning. The program would 
offer adults a non-traditional process for obtaining a fully accredited associates or 
bachelors of arts degree (Exhibit J). 

Travel Authorizations 

Vice-Chairman Junkin asked for requests to authorize travel reimbursements for events 
other than regularly scheduled Board meetings. On a motion by Jimmy Murphy, 
seconded by Lawrence Warren, the Board voted unanimously to approve requests for 
reimbursement of travel expenses for the following: 

George Walker for attending a meeting to deliver a workforce speech in 
Hattiesburg on October 6, a meeting with Senator Moffett on October 10, a 
meeting with Coahoma Community College and Northwest Mississippi 
Community College on November 13, and State Workforce Development Council 
meetings on October 11, and November 8, 2000. 

Other 

Dr. Evelyn Webb introduced new SBCJC staff members, Beverlin West and Kinwana 
McGrigg. 

Dr. Webb stated that she is working with the Mississippi State Department of Education 
on a Safety Conference that will be held in April 2001. 

Dr. Webb announced that Fall Enrollment Audits are set to begin on November 1, 2000. 

Becky Cade reminded the Board of the upcoming MACJC Regional Legislative 
meetings. 

Becky Cade announced that SBCJC staff members would like to invite the Board to join 
them for a Thanksgiving Luncheon immediately following the November meeting. 

Dr. Randall Bradberry reported that the Board would be staying at the Hampton Inn in 
Brookhaven, Mississippi during the December meeting that will be held at the Copiah-
Lincoln Community College Wesson Campus. Dr. Bradberry gave a brief overview of 
the itinerary of the meeting. A formal itinerary will be included with the agenda for next 
month. 
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:10 am. 

George711<er, Chairman 	 Olon E. Ray 
Executive Director 
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ADJOURNMENT 
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